
Chicago Tribune  Arts & Books  May 16, 1982


$3 bills worthless? 
Don't be so sure 

By Roger Boye 

This week's column answers more 
questions from Tribune readers. 

Q-I have a bet going with my aunt. I 
say the federal government circulated $3 
bills years ago, but she thinks that is nonsense. 
Who's right?-T.L., Lockport. 

A Your aunt wins. Uncle Sam has issued 
currency for more than 120 years, but never in 
the $3 denomination. 

Perhaps you were thinking of the so-called 
"broken bank notes." During the 1800s, many 
government-chartered [but privately owned] 
banks printed their own currency, including bills 
in such odd amounts as $3, $7 and even $1.75. 

Although the old bank notes are no longer legal 
tender, many are prized collectors' items. Who-
ever said, "Nothing is as worthless as a $3 bill"? 

Q-After collecting coins for nearly five years, 
my wife and I think the designs on Canadian 
coins outclass what the U.S. produces. Where 
does Canada make its "small change," and how 
can we order collector specimens?-L.A., Chica-
go. 

A-Canada produces coins in three cities-- 
Ottawa [the capital], Hull and Winnipeg--but no 
modern-day Canadian coins carry mint marks. 
The machines at Hull, in Quebec province, churn 
out gold and silver commemoratives, as well as 
coins for three types of collector sets. 

I'll send you the detailed ordering information 
in your addressed, stamped envelope. The mate-
rial is also available by writing to the Royal 
Canadian Mint, P.O. Box 457, Station A, Ottawa, 
Ont. KIN 8V5 Canada. 

Q-I'm told that the new zinc cents are mag-
netic, unlike their copper cousins. If so, isn't a 
magnet all that's needed to tell them apart?- 
G.K., Chicago. 

A-Contrary to popular belief, zinc cents are 
not magnetic. Many people confuse the new 
coins with zinc-coated steel cents made during 
World War II. 
